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53. Indo-Anglican Fiction

" rad Patharkar,

A prof in Enghsh. te Arts
As-sl: ri Shantabai Go L .
Mstosh ¢ & Science College Washim
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Fiction is the expression of the MOost intimate social
snsciousness in which it is born and evolves. As g
v :

S

onsciousness in India which
Y Permeating to the grass

-TOOts has been faithfull}f
: lndo-Anglican fiction.

The Partition of the Indian subcontinent was an ev

ent of such
at profoundly affected human em

otions and

: . : 'hich 1t is written.
Ork is the mirror of the age in which it :[‘ et
! . A — as it collects
Undeniable significance in human 1_‘&" ins as’ heritaoa
€IS in multi-dimensional ways and e i i My
Lite, 5 Eeneration can pass he culture of the corumunite w3
“’hich 4 e the-same time, dep_‘CtSt (’ s the social, communal
- 1 18§ g Part. Besides. it presents rament of the
‘ Smic hisbori cligioixs and cultural temper
$ >
People -

t of saying that the real Indiay,
g i c’_(“'"l c upsurge of nationalism andg
only i ll :‘)3() The movemaent took o
le arounc 30
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directions-one naturally violent and another idcol()gica”
violent. Since the Indian novel in English Was bory yb non.
independence the politics of the freedom movement plays an iy Cforg
part in the genre’s development. In fact, it is possible ana] }L:gral
intimate connection between the growth of the freedom mO\}/J;L the
and the rise of Indian novel in English. As it is obseryeg by ]\;lncm
Naik: K,

Up to the 1930’s there was no Indian novelist wh coul
claim sustained and considerable achievement in fictjoy Originaund
written in English. Then came a sudden flowering, anq iy
significant that it came in 1930’s a period during which the glory thast
was Gandhi’s attained perhaps its brightest splendor. The Indian
freedom struggle was already more than a generation old, yet wit
the advent of Mahatma Gandhi it was so thoroughly de

! mocratized
that freedom consciousness percolated for the first time tq the very
grassroots of Indian society and revitalized it. It is possible to see a

connection between these developments and the rise of the Indian
novel in English; for fiction, of all literary forms is most vitally
concerned with social conditions and valves. Western education
through the medium of the English language exposed the Indians to
English constitutions, the British institutions, the idea of freedom
and other liberal political ideologies.

The scope of “political novel” in Indian writing in English is
very wide and large. It covers all the political problems and social
problems in the history of Indian Society. The term political
conscious is defined by Miller as a: “Way of seeing, caring about
and acting in the world. It is guided by a commitment to hgmgn
rights and justice and an understanding of power and inequity in
social, political and economic system, relations and values.”
One of the results of British impact on India in the rise of the Indian
novel in English is that the Indian writers of fiction adapted the
Western form and medium to their own tradition of story- t?“mgh p

The Big Three of Indo-English fiction is Mulk Raj /?"i‘_m;
R.K. Narayan, and Raja Rao-appeared with their first novels, th :
two in 1935 and the third in 1938. These writers con,tmggn of
creatively express the social, political, and spiritual aspnraanatara
India. Along with these three, Kamala Markandaya, Nay
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/—;:Aanohar T\/lalgonkm: came up. Bug

cahgal- 3}" often dealt with historical themes. He hasg Written novels.
;hC otl'tt_?r"“l;iouraphics. travelogues, h(“\OkS on history. a period play
mri.llcfbl‘ rucb number of short Stories. He hasg been
and 31“1“;“g his attention more on the exotij
concentraiing

Malgonkar. unlike

accused of

Cc and tﬂcloc!r;_uﬂahc
n the worthwhile aspects of Indian life.
£ . t o
than © The aspects of Indian life he portray

s 1n his major novels
do-British encounter especially in the army
ndo- 1S

incely India. the Freedom Movement-the Gandhian Struggle. the
pnncwri;t Movement, and the Sepoy Revolt-and life in the Assam Tea
GTeampjcn\s_ Though these are the th S in his novels, what he

jefly concermed with is the f man’s predi
= for his compre
eptively Observed. Wha

are
the disintegration of

s
cament in a
hension and
t he exposes
change in the

ave been neglected or unperceive
are only two full- length studies on his fi

- Amur, and James Y. Dayan

d by many .
ction by academic
anda. N.S. Pradhan

3 - e ist of Indian life.
g EADerits of the author as a BiETGICAnE "OI.’S?&OIH B hi h
3 3 /7 - ‘c e\ - 3 -
Malgonkar’s novels and short stories p his varied teche, i )
ke S 2 d enjoyable with his varied tec niques
: 'ﬂ,‘_em-«:easﬂy readable an . o . -
of T n point ot view’, and Oomniscie
Darray on like ‘the first-person p e -
authg,- S coats : 1 ade. Though his pPreoccupation ofte
-Witﬁ t’;]- His fiction is vig’ect—ir:n it is not devoid of the nner worl
intrOSI')gc?iu‘tcr-T‘T"l?;lgv(;s::rn dramatic techniques :’t, lf‘lk‘llk)n e
10n. Th s . p >r of story-te g
al - 2 >citalist manne ~etel i -
an With the orxe@j,l?lh I;:Ci(.: ethod. of ‘g()n)-u}lln;)§, where
;—feuseems to adop_t tﬂ;'c rxx)uogl suitable for the Indian lCmpe
HOwWs episode, is )
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anguages have limited readership while Indigy, (

Vernacular | . | ‘
international audience and therefore jy

noelis as the as de.
1\(:};:11:‘\113;L attention ol writers -“”d ‘s'c'h()l:ll‘s. ,C"i'ic‘i« fca:l{:;ird.uf”
cerious students of Indian Iinghsh !I}:ll()l]. Literature refle,. ’”;“’
writer's personal observation of life, m‘nkcs im.cr(:s;tinﬂ .,};;"'“
history. An author interprets and decodes history to suit i ;)bjﬁ);,i
and purposc of creativity. H'c nwr‘cly. mukc.:s'an al!cmpt to in'tcr‘
history 1_‘mm a different point of view giving history a djf,,
perspective. ' ‘

The novels taken for study combines history, autobic)graph,
travelogue, anthropology and fiction, the prime concern and focus r/f
the novel is on inter-relationships of the people rather than nafir;)r
states and their rulers. Indian writers cannot get the Iﬂdiar:
environment out of their system. The place a writer live-in, the
community he is in contact with, the concerns that affect his country,
All together determine the ethos and personality of the writer. The
memories of mother country are memorable. Thus, it can be sai
that the Indian English novelists were also greatly influenced by the
Gandhian consciousness. It is revealed even in the works of the post-
independence Indian English novelists also A.V. Krishna Rao
throws light on Gandhi’s inflame on Indian English fiction:
Conclusion:

The common concern of Malgonkar is the reflection of
Indian value and feeling of common man and the sensitive writers
that partition was a game that was unwanted element for the common
man, and an unforgettable incident in the history of the SUP‘-
continent. Many years after the partition, the two nations are SUIII
trying to heal the wounds left behind by this incision to once-who'e
body of India. Many are still in search of an identity and a histor
left behind beyond an impenetrable boundary. The two .counmf;
started off with ruined economics and lands and withou :t
established, experienced system of government. They lost mﬂllﬁma
their most dynamic leaders, such as Gandhi, Jinnah and A “[ion
Igbal. India and Pakistan have been to war twice since the E’f‘f;:mir.
and they are still deadlocked over the issue Ofposscssion of l\1:,;u~-1hn
The same issues o ndaries and divisions, Hindu and Mt
majorities and differences, still persist in Kashmir.
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