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. . : touchap
n Ideology in Ananda's Un able
Gandhia Dr. Prachi Sharad Pathary,,

A writer's work i8 sustained b}./ the intel.lectual, S0Cia]
- wliod and cultural milieu to which he belong
political, religious S l d 1if ' g3
from 1920 onwards Indian thought an lfe were greay,
influenced by the p owerful impact 0!’ the r'mtlonal MOVemen
and the ideology of Gandhi. All Indian Literature showgg ;
marked impact of Gandhian thought and reverbe'rates With
the glorification of truth ,non violence ,non cooperation WVillage
uplift ,Charkha prohibition .end of Purdah system Sati
.communal harmony and abolition of untouchability The
political milieu is the dominant setting of Indian literature o
the period and Gandhian ideology as its branch of India,
Literature too was not left untouched ,it succeeded in Catching
the wide spread popularity of Gandhi and his movemer
throughout the length and breadth of the vast sub continent.
There is hardly any phase of Gandhi's life and movements
since 1920 when he look up the leadership of the people in
their stupendous struggle for freedom till his harrowing death
that has not been mirrored truthfully and successfully. The
novelty they introduced into the literature of the sub continent
comes from the fact that they blend philosophy and art in their
effort to amend and reform. To Gandhi art had to fulfill some
kind of useful social purpose and contribute to the generd
education of the people .Art could only be a means to anel
-to bring the British Raj to an end was essential for it made *
Indian feel inferior ,yet moral revolution was more importd"
now and even later after independence . "
Mulk Rak Anand's Untouchable is a work of conside"azn
merit, dealing with a very important aspect of Gandhclial
Ideology —untouchability. The novel deals with ¥

Contribution of .......... International Levels' & 70



1ol"unlnuruhbiltly depleting at the same time |
I?t‘t )l c;‘-ln(vlhl.Mulk Raj Anand is a novelist WI||,,"“ :)(;()[,Ins
b urpose Jis themes are 5()(‘|()-(‘.(T()Imllll(‘.‘I)l’('): ‘lo\rm“
( mtm‘vstvtl in writing about the glorious ,,l’q:.r'ns.

ary India with ts problem of nnttm‘cllnrlt)iIi)m
bour problem, hunger, superstitions, reli i(:y'
Jism, women and her economic illS(E(Ill[-i'yg. H'i:

ion on the basic condition in which man
C

o {s nO
(,m“pmpm'
poverty: la
crow forny
povels focus attent
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" Untonchable is a work of considerable merit dealing with
q very jmportant aspects ol Gandhian ideology -
untouchablity ‘Gandhi's own feeling a stated by him "T have
pever been able to reconcile to untouchability .I have always
rcgarded it an excrescence in Hinduism .I have always

regarded it as an excrescence in Hinduism .I have failed to
find a single warran istence of untouchability we
pelieve and practice the books we call Hindu
Shastras .t is our arrogance which binds us ,superior Hindus
{o our arrogance which binds us superior Hindus to our
blemishes .God's grace descends equally upon all. The
religion and that nation will be blotted out from the face of
the earth which pins its faith in injustice and untruth.

This was the genesis of Untouchable —the most important
Indian English novel of the Pariah consciousness _the caste
and the creation of the castles outcast _the Pariah which has
wrecked both the social structure and cultural integrity of
the nation . The title does not carry a definite article thereby
implying the universality of the theme and lack of identll)’-
The hero Bhaka is an untouchabl a growins
consciousness of the injustice perpetrated on him and tits
kind .Within a span of less than (welve hours Anand depic‘lS
the agony, mental and physical (rauma of Bakha with deep
insight. Bhaka is conscious that he is not consiclered hunkui
enough even to be touched A bull is more qcceptable t0 @

_Heis
high caste than an outcast Heisin society Y Lot i:—:t:lcleans
useful for cleaning only (O e

t for the ex
it today in all

be identified with
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The sweeper is worse off than a sllavc for the Slaye
change his master and his duties am may even heComp
but the sweepet | bound for ever \born into a st'ate from whi
he cannot escape Jhe is excluded from SOCl.a] int&rrm”]
and the consolidation of religion a.‘nd EVery minute S”hi'?n:l
to caste Hindu shouting at his sight Bra'hmins Cryin ‘
pollution ,a whole hostile world focusmg on him, hr.‘f_'
miserable sight stirred with anguish and anger

He resents much more the passive attitude
community. he cannot understand their spirit of
There is n:epidation in his heart as to why he is
gulp down the odious abuses, why should 1,
when his sister is molested. The only answer to
questions is the caste barrier .Caste has c]gs
avenues of remonstrance .At every incident w
him his self dignity he is seething with rebelljg
not find an outlet. Bakha goes out to a solit
given up in despair. He finds hundreds
public meeting addressed by Gandhi.

Gandhi's focus in the meeting was untouchability bur =
opened the social subject against the backgroun: -
contemporary Indian politics. He said "I do not want «©
reborn, but I have to be reborn. I should wish to be rebor =

and affronts leveled against them, in order that I may endez:
1o free myself and them from their miserable condition

Towards the end of the speech ....Two of the stroi=™
desires that keeps me in the flesh are the emancipat’ -
the untouchable and Protection of the cow .When thes® -
desires are fulfiljeq there is Swaraj and there lies an) \k
deliverance The introduction of Gandhi serves a very ia.{i
PUrpose in hoth aspects of the theme political and e
Without the appearance of Gandhi and without his Se}f gt
Bakha's OPPressed mind would not have been So?thspiu’ !
the illiterate untouchable boy's nationalist feeling "

his own problem in society.
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Untouchable has the immediacy of

feeling Anand shares the intimae ll}}«’» :/,m'lh«,l (rie
at on® of the many sweepers he km:w; rlmil s

and youth. @ great deal of personal urpenc ,,'{5 his childho
making of the character, This I)c(:nmu.'-: ;In:'}: l':ff»'ﬂ,mn: into the
of untouchable. Bakha is drawn for “W}i’ll:. ﬁ:«:‘:';lw: concer
religion where no distinction is made l)(:lw;'('r)l ( o Miristlsn
another only to realize that Christian mlsslm’n;;n ’i”"; yrm'n and
only in conversion .Gandhi would exalt only i/l:“jtjrilt::r;:,;t::(j
his work but would not to be able to abolish the (';;W‘;.,}n’ ty of
It's only the poet Sarshar who holds the prospect ofrrdr)::;:‘rr;
him from scavenging duties through the introduction .r;f:ﬂu_;ﬁ

Volce of

system.
Anand does not pronounce a solution, but is able to achieve

his effect through the deft handling of Bakha's incipient revolt
arousing the social conscience against the course of
untouchability. To Anand a novel states 2 problem of human
destiny does not solve them but it can focus attention on the
real drama of body and soul ~the truth of life with its suffering
and its nightmares, which may resurrect genuine humanity,

through the writer's ability to bear the yoke.
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