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WOMEN’S VOICE IN LITERATURE

B. D. Pattebahadur
Matoshri Shantabai Gote College, Washim

"Eh ncco'rdnncc to the changing circumstances,
Literature is not detached part of human life, especially
the woman is not apart from Literature, She also took
shelter to express her thoughts, feelings and emotions
using the atmosphere of Liberty in  Modermn
wmid.Througi.] the intelicctuai eciements of thoughts
which the writers express in their work like the other
clements of emotion,Imagination and Technical
clement,themes of the novels or literature present deep
expression of the subject matter of the age.lt presents
the attitudes and prevalent customs of traditions of the
gencration.Indian writings in English during 1930 to
1949 werccreated more realistic than emphasis of
Ideals. It represented change in socio-political
confusion,shock and strength and passion for
independence.All over,the views, facts of literature are
a mirror of the contemporary life of society in all
generations’ scale of highly realistic and imaginative
manners.The great critic Walter Allen said as
“In the Literature of an age its conflicts,tendencies
obsessions are uncovered and made manifest to a
degrec which is continually astonishing, goodwriters are
so to speak, mediumistic to the deeper staring of life of
their time which they are still unknown to or to any rate
unsuspected by the public,politician and current
reccived opinion.The classic novels make the past
familiar to us,whichare one reason why we read
them.But since we are living in the present immersed in
it, it is exceedingly likely that we do not recognize its
real nature, any more than we can see ourselves except
in mirror.Contemporary novels are the mirror of the
age,but a very special kind of mirror,a mirror that
reflects not merely the external features of the age but
also its inner face, its nervous system,coursing of its
blood and unconscious prompting and conflict which
sway it”
Literature is media to reform the socicty.Through the
presentation of various characters, writers usc its pen to
change the ailment and spoiled privilegesof t!le
provoked society by spreading/focusing of the social
values of the contemporary society.It uses the powerful
instrument of socialization for the achievement of its
objectives by presenting aspects of social living apd
relationship.Women writers also use their pen to raise
voice against the male dominant society with its
Patriarchal paradigms. In Indian society, the birth and

growth of female child has been banned, it resulted in
female focticide.The clumsy atmosphere of gender
discriminating is created whichaffecton the growth and
personality of Woman. Through literature, the writer
presents the characters using it as a weapon because it is
also considered as a store house culture, land,
sociological aspect of the nation.
In the womb of time the trend feminism occur to aware
the women movements and activities. The trend tend to
literature through which the cultivation of shapes of our
thoughts which are in search of time to change the
attitudes.
Alice Walker is one of the noteworthy Afro - American
writers of the contemporary society who concerns with
the allliterary aspects like poetry, novels, essays,
biography, short stories, fictions, activists in the half
decades of the twentieth century.She shapes the
literature in the dark shade of life experiencing the
clumsy attitude of the American white society.She
becomes the part of the activism coping for the Civil
Rights of the ‘Blacks’ society in SouthAmerica. The
drastic region so she preferred to annihilate such brutal
reputation of the areas.She also used her pen to put
further views through Literature.Her Literary ‘short
story’ “To Hell with Dying’which appears in anthology,
she has portrayed the characters of anychildren.The
story was published as a children’s’ book.Her voice as a
writer really began at Sarah Lawrence College in
Bronxville, She finds as an important poet who
composed five poems 1972.Her first novel, entitled with
‘The Third life of Grange Copeland was published in
1970.She mostly focuses womanism,the female self and
madrilénes tradition in her whole literature .On the
point view of womanist concepts;she has mostly
selected the prevalent themes. She depicted the
experience of oppressed woman, individually sogc are
with the views of liberty, ignites themselves for the
niggers in African American continent. John Obrien has
taken interview was transcribed in an essay.She
admitted
“I am preoccupied with the spiritual survival.
The survival whole of my people, but beyond
that,] am committed to explore the oppression
the insanities,the loyalties and the triumph of

black woman.”
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The third life of Grange Copeland is story f’f
compassion and grace a black tenant forum in QC(wrglx\.
George Copeland Leaves his wife,son in Georgla years
later to find his son Brownficld, he wasimprisoncd for
the murder of his wife.Grange Copeland faces third an
final chance to free himself from shirttail and social
enslavement.
‘Meridian® presents inter relationship of individual
change and necessity of movement for the formation of
the society. The novel *The Color purple’ depicted the
uncivilized nature of man in  African American
Community. She said in conncction of her poem, ‘A
Women is not a Potted Plant’ as—
“What can I give you, as a woman, to remind you of our
Goddess given autonomy on that day when you realize
you are trapped in a situation with another that permits
you no more room to grow than the potted geranium on
windowsill? I give you-

A WOMEN IS NOT

APOTTED PLANT

A women is not

A potted plant

Tree roots bound

To the confines

Of her house

A woman is not

A potted plant

Her leaves trimmed

To the contours

Of her sex

A women is not

A potted plant

Her branches

Espalicred

Against the fences

Of her race

Her country

Her mother

Her man

Her trained blossom

Turning

This way

& that fellow

Of so ever feeds

And water her

A woman

A wilderness

Unbounded

Holding the future

Between cach breath

Walking the carth

Only because
She is frec
And not creeper vine

about thc woman poct,

Or free

Nor cven honcysuckle

Or bee

I :
A feminist writer of Indi@) TaslimaNasreen says
writers, when a woman becomes

a poet, shc becomes totally a woman. She also depicted

the dangerc

us aititude of man as well as male doimiuau,

socicty as--

‘A two faced man is more venomous
Than a double head snake

If you are bitten by a snake

The venom can be taken out,

But if you are bitten by man

That venom can never be removed’

She depicted intensely the suffering of women; she also
put message for the awareness of other women

We women are sent by Nature

Nature does not create women from
men’s ribs

We women sent by Nature

Nature does notput women Heaven under
men’s feet

Nature says women are Human being,
Men have made religions to deny it
Nature says women are human beings
Men cry out.

Anita Desai observed as below

“Literature should deal with more enduring

Matters. It should be too ironical and also too mystical

to accept the worlds at face value and regard it as the
whole or the only truth, less temporary and less
temporal than Politics.It should deal with life and with

Inference on the research paper:
*

The voice of women in literature is intensively
drastic with the views to change or diminish
their plights.

Activism became fruitful result for literature to
the women writers like Alice Walker,
TaslimaNasrecn.,

Writings of the women writers are an epic of
the sorrows, miseries of women in general.
The most drastic glow in literature, Alice writcs
restlessly and makes aware of the worl_d
audience relating to the issues like domestic
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violence, inscest and female genital mutilation
throng her literary creation.

¥ Total attitude of the society should be changed
with time & circumstances.

"‘ The women organizations de

Humanity.
Birth of female child should be provided equal
status trcatment like male child,

pict the views for

%
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Indian Diaspora Literature: An Introduction
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Abstract

Writers of the Indian Diaspora have been at the centre stage in the last decade chiefly because of the theoretical
Jormulation being generated by their works. Language and cultures are transformed when they come in contact with
the others. These writers are often pre-occupied with the elements of nostalgia as they seek to locate themselves in

new cultures. They write in relation with the culture of their homeland and at the same time adopt and negotiate with
the cultural space of the host land. However, looking at the Diaspora literature in a broader perspective it is seen
that such literature helps in understanding various cultures, breaking the barriers between different countries,

globalizing the global and even spreading universal peace.

Diagpora or expatriate writing occupies a place of great
significance between countries and cultures. Theories
are generated and positions defined in order to construct
new identities which further negotiate boundaries and

confines that relate to different temporary and
spatial metaphors,

This movement causes the dislocation and locations of

cul'tures and individuals harp upon memories. Diaspora
writers live on the margins of two countries and create
cultura] theories,
]2::;::[‘];"“81}" the terms ‘Diaspora’, ‘exile’ alienation’,
ambigu0u50ns;. are synonymous and possess an
ambassadoy T‘;lt“s of being both a refugee and an
Writer attcr'n t ¢ th rolf:s b.emg different, the Diaspora
seeks SCcur'tp at doing Just}ce to both. As a refugee, he

Y and protection and as an ambassador

Provegrare

projects his own culture enhance
its comprehensibility.

Migration takes place due to various reasons and in the
Indian context the migratory movements were governed
by historical, political, economic reasons including
higher education, better prospects and marriage.
However, the Indian community has shown greater
sense of adjustments, adaptability, mobility and
accessibility. The sense of homelessness which every
immigrant suffers is genuine and intense; but in recent
times it has been seen that this concept has be.en
minimized and made less intense through their social
networking and sense of solidarity. )
This aspegt is brought out very beautifully b‘y' Bhiku
Parekh who states: The diasporic Indian is “like th;
banyan tree, the traditional symbol of the Infixandrwa){ 1;)0
life, he spreads out his roots in several soils, drawing

and helps

Ceedings of - : - L 2015
8 ofuGe Sponsored National Conference on Present Literary Scenario and Teaching English Language PLSTE

173



