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ABSTRACT 

Literature is a media for expression using imagery inculcating issues to voice 

them for getting relief, remedies in the form of just activities. Most of the 

writers use their pens and Art for reformative mode with expectations to form 

A New Emerging World of Human Beings. Alice Walker a women’s novelist 

created her literary writings. She raises voice against racism, ills evils of her 

social attitudes, privileges’. She realizes her social bondages and makes 

drastic effort to reform. In this research paper, with study of her literary 

works find out the subaltern Aspects in the writings of Alice Walker and hers 

motives for depiction.   

 

The first novel of Alice Walker was published in 1970 with the title ‘The Third Life of 

Grande Copeland’. She mostly focuses womanish, the female self and madrilènes tradition in 

her whole literature. On the point of view of womanist concept, she has mostly selected the 

prevalent theme. She depicted the experience of the Afro-American woman who got in two 

situations 1) oppressed woman and 2) individually some are with the views of liberty, ignites 

themselves for the awareness of liberty and civil Rights of the Black nigger in Afro- 

American continent. John O Brien has taken interview which was transcribed in an essay; she 

admitted that she uses her pen for the spiritual survival and survival of her own people, she 

writes:  

       “I am pre occupied with the spiritual survival, 

  The survival whole of my people, But beyond 

  That, I am committed to explore the oppression, 

  The insanities, the loyalties, and the triumphs 

  Of black woman”10 

 

She also added that the black women are most fascinating creations in the world for her. Her 

first novel ‘The Third Life of Grange Copeland’ is mostly realistic novel. She presents the 

character Grange Copeland in three generation / part of life. It is to be classified as race, class 

and gender oppression with the cause of racial prejudice, the novel sought with social 

conflict.  

 

It also centralizes focuses’ on the bulk of the novel with ‘The Third Life of Grange Copeland, 

Alice Walker’s first novel, marked the auspicious debut of a new voice in American 

literature. Here in story of compassion and grace a black tenant farmer in Georgia follows a 

harrowing destiny. Despondent over the futility of life in south, George Copeland leaves his 
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wife son in Georgia to humiliating existing there, he returns to Georgia, years later, to find 

his son Brownfield, imprisoned for the murder of his wife. As the guardian of the couple’s 

youngest daughter, Grange Copeland faces a third and final chance to free himself from 

spiritual and social enslavement.  

 

In the journey of literature, the activism becomes fruitful for the writings of Alice Walker.  In 

1976, central theme of her second novel ‘Meridian’ has been presented inter- relationship of 

individual, change and the necessity of movement for the reformation of the society. The 

novel opens the new different aspects of Nationalist position. It is to be considered that the 

women have to perform vital position in organization. The contribution and oppression of 

women are neglected. She presents maternal hereditary generation for Meridian. The whole 

novel focuses the activistic’ movements with three sections, the first section seeks the sketch 

of Meridian with her sight revolutionary views and attitudes. The second part used to present 

the male dominant society reformative males who spend their life of reformation in leading 

life career like Truman Held circles with receiving resolution of Meridian and Truman’s 

quest. Alice Walker depicted it to present the symbolical mother of African American race 

who demand to change the deplorable situation of their African American society.  In the 

novels, we find the answers of some questions which scarves in our mind relating to the male 

and female relationship of African American society through factual depiction. It focuses the 

attention of the world with the indirect questions like why do the African American men 

abuse to women of similar racial decent and raise the question, How do the African American 

men  like in these novels are able to transcend these negative. She tries to save African 

American women from the dark races at the beginning to till the days. She possessed co-

ownership in ‘Wild Tree Press, publishing house. She promotes mentors new writers of 

California Cooper through this media. In 1977, she accepted teaching profession at Wellesley 

College. She insisted in academia to involve African American women’s literature syllabus 

of the courses. She edited ‘I Love Myself When I am Laughing’ the anthology of stories in 

1979.      

 

‘The Color Purple’ is third creation of Alice Walker which is written in the form of 

epistolary. It is type writing in literature in the form of letters. In the guise of the character 

Celie, she wrote the letters to God and Nitie. These letters are the confession of evils. Man 

hides the things which are shameful. But it admits the guilt before God. It tells each and 

every thing to God which are as rewards or guilt. It also grudges what is bad with it, likewise 

Celie grudges before God. Anyhow she confesses evils which were done by Alpanso, her step 

father. Primarily she thinks he is her real father but reality discloses later on. Whole novel is 

depiction of the deep dark community of African American dungun, it is brutality and 

beastliness. It is a narration full of atrocities on the feeble and helpless victims of the 

situational incidents. The character Celie who had to blame to others, repents and retains her 

to protect the ideals and goodness. Sometime, Celie seems as an ideal and idol of morality.  

When Alphanso’s eye on Nittie, she spoiled herself and agree him to do such shameful things 

but she tries to save Nittie from Alphanso her little sister,  

 

Alice Walker in her novel ‘The Color Purple’ depicted the uncivilized nature of man in 

African American community. She confesses the atrocity of the beast like Alphonso her step 
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father. He uses Celie to fulfil his sexual satisfaction instead of his wife who was sick and 

went to her sister doctor over Macom and left Celie to look after the others. The behavior and 

treatment of Alphonso with Celie is like an uncivilized, uncultured, heartless, arrogant beast. 

It was lack behind compartment of man in his Adam’s day which the predecessors 

experienced already. But it is retained by the beastie Alphonso. He is only aware of his 

sensuality, bestiality, putting his heart out of his body, thinks to use a 14 year girl. He only 

knows sensuality, chastity. He doesn’t know kindness, sympathy human behavior. The first 

part, sex is not play vital role in the life and age of civilized and cultured man. But he is 

presented as retailer of the contemporary age who represents uncivilized, uncultured man 

who intends to fulfill his sexual satisfaction retaining conjugal relation with his daughter 

instead   of his wife who is sick and went to see doctor sister.  

 

Considering all remarks, it is to be said that she became heart of African American literature, 

but for some time it was neglected. Her writing was banned. 

 

Like a growing child, an artist, a novelist, a writer basically orient through surrounding, 

atmosphere accordingly. Alice Walker is not an exception to this rule of nature. She also 

molds herself according to circumstances and shapes herself as an activist. She reflects the 

imagery in her writing. She is also a successor of hereditary virtue from her family as well as 

surrounding. She adopted courage by her parents in her childhood. They also were supporter 

of justice and truth. She has taken sufficient adventure from them. She doubtless derived her 

common sense from the heart of African American humanity and culture. 

 

Alice Walker is one of the most eminent writers among the contemporary African American 

writers. She has versatile personality. She tackled almost all aspect of literature except drama. 

It is remarkable thing that she uses her skill in writing for ‘The Color Purple’. She chose the 

kind of literature epistolary and put the miseries, sorrows of the women of African American 

continent in pictorial form through the mouth of Celie, Nettie. Likewise she has written 

numbers of poems, novels, essays, and short stories. These aspects of her work are 

fascinating to the life of contemporary African American society. She is an activist. It also 

reflects in her writings through the novels like Meridian. She is committed writer or novelist 

with a purpose. She turns to African American novels from history and romance due to the 

deplorable drastic reality of the present social life of her race. She uses her pen as a weapon 

for social reformation as well as in search of the justice. She focuses her attention on the 

sufferings, miseries, and wretchedness of the African American community. She depicted the 

deplorable situation of the women and men due to the feudal landlords, exploitations of the 

underdog of society. She focuses her attention on the suffering, miseries and wretchedness of 

African American society’s traditional way of life, the attitudes concerning women and views 

of the whites about the blacks. She also follows to Martin Luther King Jr. she also agitates 

people to emancipate themselves. She makes them aware that no any prophet will come and 

release them from their plights. They have to struggle against the injustices or wrongs on the 

basis of organization. They can start movement for rights. The demands of rights would be 

achieved for them. She has taken the literary work as storm for reformation when she arrived 

in the world of literature. She is a committed writer for her race, society as well as committed 

to the humanity in large. She correctly played the role of writer in modern world in general 
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but especially for contemporary African American community. She admitted that activism 

impressed her and it reflects in her writing.  

 

With the almost all reality in the world is man and not god, supernatural power or element. 

Man’s highest obligation is to realize his full potential for complete life. 

 

Conclusion: 
The principles of perfect equality, fraternity among people especially in whites and blacks 

women, men The Blacks can achieve or protect the rights to enjoy social, political, 

economical, religious freedom. She is with views that the various kinds of barriers on the 

grounds of colors, creeds, sects, religions and numbers of types of exploitation of man by 

men must be destroyed. Forces unlike capitalism, colonialism, fascism and feudalism, 

communism decay the humanity. These forces must be destroyed. A system of education 

should be so designed as to enable every person to achieve its potential which will truly 

humanistic.  
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