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Trends in teaching: Skills in the classroom in teaching learning situation

Dr,Prachi Sharad Pataharkar,
‘ Head of English Department,

Matoshri Shantabai Gote Arts, Commerce & Science College Washin

Abstract
This paper would like to highlight the basic skills a teacher need to practiceskills in the classrooms in

teaching learning situation. It will be worthwhile to remember that teaching skills may be many more in reality,
but under the present paper some important teaching skills have been considered. The main skills involved in
this paper are the skills of questioning, the skill of reinforcement, the skill of probing ,the skill of explaining,
skill of stimulus variation, the skill of inducing a lesson, the skill of illustrating with examples, the skill of black
board, The Skill of Using Audio Visual Aids , The Skill of Recognizing attending Behavior.

Introduction , .
The process of teaching is different from the process of learning .Hence theories of learning are not

adequate to form the development of the process of teaching .Teaching strategies are know as models of
teaching .As the teaching process has to realsease different instructional goals a single way of teaching does
not exist so different skills have to be adopted .this paper highlights some-such skills a teacher need to adopt
while teaching which will surely make teaching and learning effective.

1. The Skill of Questioning (Q)
Questioning is the indispensable element of classroom communication .A question to be effective must

be well structured. Question must be put in a grammatically correct language ,it must be precise it should not
have redundant or extra words ,it must be relevant ,related to the teaching point .Classrooms questions generate
certain mental processes in puyils and vary in the kind of complexity of thinking required to answer them
.Based on these thinking processes required to answer the classroom questions have been classified into
different thinkers. Thus the lower order questions stimulate recalls and recognition .The next level of questions
stinmlated comprehension or understanding of the pupils. Application and other higher mental abilities of the
pupils like reasoning, judgment and creativity can be stimulated in higher order questions.

2. The Skill of Reinforcement
Reinforcement constitutes one of the essential conditions of learning .The stimuli that provide or

contribute to the pleasant experiences are called positive reinforces, while the stimuli providing unpleasant
experiences can be termed as negative reinforces. Thus in the classroom teaching positive reinforces or
1 behaviors of learners and negative reinforces for weakening or eliminating the undesirable responses or

behaviors. A teacher would show lack of skill in reinforcement if eh does not provide encouragement when it si

' :fa due ,if his encouraging remark is not according toe the quality of response ,if he uses the same type of reinfcree

?~/ or if he makes over use of reinforcement by uttering some encouraging remark for each and every response of
. the purilz.
3. The Skill of Probing

When a question is put in the classroom, there is a number of possible response situations such as ‘no
response’ ‘wrong response’, partially correct response’, ‘incomplete response’, or ‘correct response’ .The Skill
of probing is going deep into pupil responses through step by step questioning with a view to eliciting the
correct responses .this is doiiw by the teacher through prompting, seeking further information refocusing
redirection and increasing critical awareness, ‘

4, The Skill of Explaining .

In the classroom teaching situation explain is the use of interrelated statements about a concept
phenomenon or generalization by teacher in order to provide understanding to learners’ .Explanation can be g
descriptive, interpretative or reason giving. The Skill explaining comprises the desirable and undesirable
teaching behaviors .The desirable behaviors include .(a) using appropriate beginning and concluding state mﬂo‘e. cote
i(b) using explanation links; and (c) covering essential points. The teacher makes opening N&Eg g\.\m\a‘aﬂ\ Gccc\kaﬁ&
announcing what is to be explained .This makes the pupils attentive and prepares them for recmgﬁxq,g geiers? o
explanation .Similarly the concluding statement helps i structuring the ideas explained. - s Lot h"m&l-\%s\h
5, The Skill of Stimulus Variation ArtS: Washst

Learning in the classroom depends on the attention of the pupils toe the learning task. It is essential for
the teacher to secure and sustain pupil’s attention for making his teaching effective .Continues use of same
stimulus or activity by the teacher for longer period producesmonotony, dullness fatigue and consequently
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inattention of the pupils. One of the significant ways to secure and sustain pupil attention is to introduce the
element of variation in teaching .The variation can be introduced in several ways depending upon the teaching
activities. The teacher may make movements while teaching, he may modulate his voice or interact with
different pupils .Thus the set of teacher behavior that tend to secure and sustain pupils attention in teaching —
learning situation in the classroom constitutes the skill of stimulus variation.
6.The Skill of Introducing a Lesson

When teacher introduces a lesson he makes an attempt to predispose the pupils ‘mind to it. This he
atterpts through fully using previous knowledge of pupils and secondly using appropriate instructional devices
.The teacher may use appropriate devices for introducing a lesson .Such devices can be use of
e.’iﬂmmes,analogics,si:njlian'ties,questioning,,narrating,illustmting ;story telling role of playing dramatization,
experimentation, demonstration, other audio visual aids.

7. TheSkill of Illustrating with Examples . .
A Skillful teacher handles situation by illustrating with examples. This makes understanding easier for

the pupils .The skill consists in formulating simple examples .formulating examples relevant tot eh concept or

rule, formulating interesting examples, using appropriaie media, using examples by appropriate approach. There

are two basic approaches which teacher employ while using in teaching .In the inductive approach a concept or
%’\ generalization is derived after giving or eliciting 2 number of examples from the pupils .The deductive approach
] D on the other hand implies stating the concept or generalization first and then giving examples for illustrating it.

8. The Skill of Using Black Board. (UBB) '

The Blackboard or chalkboard is the visual aid most widely used by teachers for classroom instruction

.Teaching can be made effective by skillful use of BB for which a teacher has to take care of three main aspect
Jegibility of handwriting, neatness in the BB work, appropriateness of written work on the black board.

9. The Skill of Silence & Non Verbal Cues
In order to increase pupils’ participation in the classroom teaching learning process a teacher can very

well use the skill of silence and nonverbal cues. In the use of the skill *silence’ mzans 2 pause which stimulates
thinking on the part of the pupils .Nonverbal cues represent different types of cues: facial cues include a smile,
a frown, looking thoughtfully to pupil ,a quizzical look etc. Head movement are in the form of nodding shaking
and tilting of head .Body movements occur when the teacher moves from one place to the other in the
classroom .Through hand movements the teacher may point to the student signaling him to continue, attentive
of not whether they have followed or not what has been presented.

10.The skill of absence & non verbal cue, '

Psychologically achieving closure is a process of structuring learning .this may be attempted by
associating new facts with previous knowledge, applying new knowledge in various situation and ensuring
repetitions of the facts in the best possible way. The new knowledge and facts are repeated not mechanically but
are revived from various points of view for developing insight into their meaning. It is generally necessary to
use this skill at convenient points during the lesson for definite summing up and revision of the meaningful
facts taught. In the classroom teaching generally closure is achieved through consolidation of the major points
by the teacher and or the pupils ,providing opportunities for the pupils to apply new knowledge to various new
situation ,linking the pupils new knowledge gained during the lesson ,linking the pupils new knowledge
gained in the lesson.
| 11. The Skill of Using Audio Visual Aids .

Audio Video aids can be effectively utilized .in this process of simplification .The teacher therefore
should develop the skill of selecting and using the appropriate AV aid in the teaching learning situation .There
is a variety of aids available for the purpose of teaching such as radio ,TV, film ,tape recorder ,models, charts
,specimen, demonstrations, role play, field trip ,etc. It is an accepted psychologically principle that most’ of our
learning takes place through audio and visual media. That is why the teacher may facilitate the process of
classroom learning through the use of AV media,

12. The Skill of Recognizing attending Behavior L

In order to learn pupil have to attend to instructional activities going on in the class .Whether the pupils, pro*
are attending to the lesson gets manifested in their behavior. The component involved in this skill are mewatdiRgy.,~aet gote o
attending behavior of people, giving direction ,asking questions, accepting feelings and of idea of p’m}\%’%ﬁflx'{c\g\w‘i Gohed®

using silence and nonverbal cues. ot o
. | ca \j asnani VAL

-
-

R Conclusion
It is evident that there are to categories of teaching skills i.e, general specific .The general or primary !
teaching skills are those.which a teacher trainee has to develop at every cost as these skills are used at primary, /
secondary and tertiary levels of teaching of any subject. But eh specific teaching skills i.e. the seconda ’ )
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teaching  skills are nlso required to be mastered as per the requirement of the class situation ,the nature of the
content and the nature of the subject to be taught.

The approprintencss of tho use of each of these devices depends on the suitability to the maturity level, agelevel,
gradelevel, interest and experience of the pupils and also the lesson to be taught,
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