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3. Crisis of Society in Post Independence Era; A
Critique of the River Churning

Dr. Prachi Sharad Patharkar
Head of English Department, Matoshri Sh mlnluu (mlc Arls (ommcr(:c & Su C ollcu W.n,hnn

The history of Indian writing in English has been a history of endurance, assimilation and
integral transformation Indian Writing in English is a body ofwrmng. the creation of the Indian
race In the Indian Climate correspondmg [ruitfully to the Western impacl m the 19 and 20
century. Starting as an off shot of English Literature, it soon shed ifs dcrrvatwc mantle and
established itself as Sui generis hteralure Indrans have experimented with the anhsh Language

to mould it. to give and Indian flavor to suit the Indian mode of feeling and expression . Writers

have successfully attempted all major literary genre -poetry prose, drama and novel. Drama has
been the least successful and least 'pc'jpirlar' proée has been the earliest form of creative
expression and continues to be profusely produced but it is the novel which suits the Indian

temper. 'Ihough it made a beginning, it remains the forte of Indian writers in Enghsh it is here

that thev have by their genius highlighted the Indlan achlevements in English.
Women writers present an msrder s view of female psyche inner aspirations and their

pecuhar responses to men and thmgs Assummg that femmme sensnl)nlm is manifested n the

writings of women writers an attempt has been made in such a perspeclive.
Women’ 5 wntmgs has come of an age ,overcoming its diffidence as pointed out by

Somine. de Beauvorr and defying the predrcnon of the ¢éxaltation of The strong man by Wilber
B.Cross and it has learnt to communicate vociferously its critique of life .Issues of gender
construction and its impact on the psyche of the girl child ,tmdmonal interpretations of
rnortherhood exploitarion within and outside the family inﬂuence of gender stereotyping on

: career /life opuons ,etc care now bcmg discussed with frankness not found earlier .The vital

| p}éééhce of such themcs in the contemporary literary scene highlights the fact that a women's’

journey to autonomous selfhood meanders through various obstacles.

The commonality of issues they have raised in their writings
of universal feminine urge to self actualize by transcending the gender related constraints. within

the context larger awareness, these novelists have taken up various problems pertaining to the

underscores the existence
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identity of women and have analyzed them against difTerent cultural milicu their works evidence
amatunty in the treatment of themes | plot construction and delinecation of characters
Onginally a Bengali novel " The Riy er Churning as first pubhshcd in the Autumn Annual
ofare re putad Bengah periodical Prabasi i I 1967, under the title ofl,ililmsscy Streeparva ( The
Woerm Chapter in History). The Oniginal title was changed at the request of the publisher and
the novel came out in book form a year later under its present title Epar Ganga Opar Ganga. The
onginal itle sugpests feministic leanings as it reminds us of the Stree Parva of the Mahabharata
and concentrates on the patniarchal ruse adopted for the continued subjugation of women The
iumacy of the onginal title from this point of view has been vocxferousl\ defended by critics
The suthors preface 1o the novel also Jays bare her aversion and wrath tow ards 'the violation of
femzle physique for protecting order filing the communal honor, which unfortunately was
acuvely practiced during the partmon days teh novel puts across the e\plonmiohibf women alike
by the victor and the \anqulshed m very. powerful terms, yet it \\’ould be superficial to limit
onsself tot his interpretation only Though the violence against women in order to nsult a
commumity and their consequent reJectlon by their own people formulales a mam thesis of the
novel, yet this theme is handled in such a manner that it ultimately supporls the meral] argument
of socio -personal reengineering and eradication of social taboos in a convincing manner . The
expenience of violence against women which opens up the narration at are referential level
~merges gradually with other larger societal issues and presents an’ '1mchousm vision of hife's
postibilities on the level of connotation, without completely effncmg the relerennal point made
earlier. The novel is a searing commentary on India’s partition and on hmorv s erasure of

women from its annals, but it also gom n swp nhcnd nnd reasscns thc conum_ut\_qﬁ hf?e despite all
6dds.

i g SUVSRp—

The River Chuming reflects and illuminates the crisis of o society within a particwlar
time-span in the tradition of highest realism -judging the society in fundamentally personal terms
and presenting an evaluation of people in fundamentally social terms through various

relationships .It presents a judgment on the quality of social life defining and “explaining it in

terms of those people who constituted it. |
The society is not a background against which a personal relationships are studied. nor

are the individuals merely illustrations of aspects of the way of life. Every aspect of personal life
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is radically affected by the quality of the general life, yet the general life is scen at its most
important in completely personal terms.

The River Churning conveys the social truth of the history ol a purtition with remarkable
insight and poignancy. Unlike most other fictional treatments of the partition, it presents the

essence, summary and teachings of contemporary history as reflected in the sociological

: processes of life with an analytical approach an appositive mind set.

The protagonist of the novel Sutrara has been a victim of communal riots at the time of

; partition. When the novel ,opens we find her as a history teacher in Yajnaseni College, Delhi.

surrounded by students belongings to various states and worriedly conlcmplatmg the official
rewrxtmg of history. Sutara feels that official orders about the history course§ shall result in
truncated version of the past. Her students also feel disturbed by the fact that the prescribed
hlstory does not record the contribution of their ancestors. She feel that the past which is being
kept out of the syllabus cannot be banished from the collective memory ol the sociely:

4 Sutara’s early childhood was spent in a village in East Bengal which was later 1o be
con5umed by the communal frenzy .Her family had lived in that village since generations
sholtercd by the peaceful and prosperous atmosphere of soothing life -orchards with lowering

1rees ponds with fish and vast stretches to frolic around. Within a couple of hours it si brutally

,destroved. Before Sutara a young adolescent girl is able 1o comprehend and register the

hnppenmgs her familiar world crumbles down. Her father disappears her mother j Jumps into the

pond to save her honor, her elder married sister disappears forever and she herself is attacked

5 perhaps molested too wounded and unconscious she is saved by her father’s friend.

The River churning is different from most of‘ the other pnrtmon slories as it concentrates

not on the violence perpetrated agmnst an mnocenl gu'l ,but on the alter trauma and the

possnbllmes of her rehabilitation .The River chuming in which the concentration is on the

impact of such acts on the sub conscious of the victim and related sociological phenomena move

away from sheer photographic representation of events and try to understand and interpret social
events through the delineation of psyche and the interrelationship of various individuals.

Sutara is rescued by a Muslim family the head of the family Tamyuddin comes unde
criticism from his own community for saving a Hindu girl. The atmosphere is vitiated with anger
hatred and the voice of reason is summarily thwarted. While Sutara stays with Tamijuddin she is
relatively sheltered. Spending her days in a cocoon security she tries to overcome her past and

t
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can think in terms of future after her reunion with her brothers and other lamily members. She is
unable to perceive that her own family members can be reluctant (o accept her owing to
dominant social customs and taboos. Sutara is stunned when from (he sympathelic shelter of
Tamquddm family, she is transported to a world of harsh uncompromising social discrimination

A new life begins for Sutara in the boarding house, After going through sudden swift and

; cruel chanoes she feels consoled by the faceless anonymity of her surroundings any by settled

pace of her life. She takes up a _]Ob in the far off Delhi without her lamily’s help. Financial
mdependem.e and social conditioning do not permlt her to treat personal and socral conditioning
do not permit her to treat personal and social condmomng do not permit her to treat personal
space conditioning do not permit her to treat persona] and social dlstancmg R

In the portrayal of the protagomst of “The River Churmng” “one mmally feels the
presenc., of an incipient fermnrst consc10usness combmed with a sense of being entrapped in the
current situation. Sutara is reJected by her own famrly, yet through her ovm efforts and
determination she is u]trmately successﬁll m renegotlatmg her re]ahonshrp w1th a patriarchal
order in the post -partition scenario w1th conﬁdent authenticity. However the novelists vision of
self hood 1s not nurtured properly Even though Sutara i 1s financially mdepend ent , her perception
of 2 contem liberated life does not transcend the traditional stereol\ pe of marriage being the
ultimate panacea for girls. Though the novel successfully projects the plight of girls who have
been v1ctrm17ed by the society, yet its inability to transcend traditional condmonmg ahs had a

depr]aimg effect on its critique.
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