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Humanitarian View of
Diasporic writings in the
novels of Bharti Mukherjee

Dr.Prachi 5. Patharkar,
Head of English Department,
m.5.Gote College Washim,

kit

The history of Indian Diaspora writing is
35 old as the Diaspora itself .The first Indian
writing is attributed to Dean Mohamed who was
born in Patna ,India .His book ‘the Travels of
Dean Mahomet was published in 1734 .1t
predates by about forty years the first English
Text written by an Indian residing in India .Kylas
Chunder Dutt’s Imaginary History A Journal of
Forty Eight hour of the year 1943 published in
1835 .The first Indian English Novel
Rankinchandra chatterjees’ Rajmohan’s Wife
was to be published much later in 1864 .1t proves
that contribution of the Indian Diaspora to Indian
English writing is not new.

V.S.Naipaul's characters like Mohun
Bsiwas from A House for Mr.Bsiwas or Ganesh
Ramsumair from the Mystic Masseur are
instances of persons who are generations away
from their original homeland India ,but their
inheritance gives them a realization of their
past. Naipaul's characters are not governed by
actual displacement but an inherited memory
of dislocation .For them their native land India
is not a geographical space but a creation of
the imagination.

Literature of old generations of Diaspora
Indian writers like Raja Rao ,GV Desani ,5antha
rama rao ,Dahlchandra Rajan Mirad Chaoudhari

_Ved Mehta ,mainly look back at India and hardly
from India
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Writers can be grouped into IW
tlasses .One class includes thest who
pen a part of their life iy India and ave b
the bagpage of their native [ affshore ! 1“
other calls comprises those who have bee

H / : havo
raised since childhood outside Ipelia .:h"-m 1 i
had a vision of their country only 1r@

jpin . Te
putside as an alien place of their orfg
have @ factua

writers af the previous group .
displacement wﬁmmns these belonging lfti:i:
latter group find themselves rootfess B0t ble
groups of writers have created an “m"lai ile
corpus of English Literature These wrllgrs " "
poriraying migrant characters in their FIEtFD':
investigate the theme of displacemen
.alienation, assimilation ,acculturatiu n1,et::, Thj
Diaspora Indian writers portrayal of dislocate
characters gains immense significance if seen
against the geopolitical background of the yast
Indian Subcontinent .

The earliest novels th
depicted diasporic Indian cha
Desai’s Bye Bye Blackbir

Marakndaya's The nowhere man .
Diaspora literature sspecially Diasporic

literature is the result of colonization and
decolonilazation ,the period in Indian history in
which a large number of Indian people migrated
to other countries either through colonization
or by their need towork . Diaspora dream figures
are found prominently in all the fiction of Bharti
Mukharjee covering many moods of expatriation
nostalagia ,frustration ,uncertainty and
despondency .In her novels ,she explores the
theme of expatriation jimmigration and
transformation.
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despondency .Bharti Mukh';“"’-a:
most celebrated writers ﬂfti-.;m;:.i:
Egperience in America Her I’"!'-:f-'.n-u_h
honed by the multiple dm“r.aT "Ra
personal life. Bharti MUI"L"IE[EF: 5
famous WOmen writers of 1hel|_:jh'
in most of her works brings aut ﬂ:i:‘u
she has encountered in her lifg 5,
Mukherjee first ngye "T‘
daughter (1972) is afine presengy,
conflict .It was conceivedin E'IJ'H!-ﬁI:;:I
of her life when she wasstry ggnr,m',_
her own identity in the Indian hn;;
Tiger's Daughter runs parallel g
Mukherjee's own experience whends:
to India with her Canadian hushand =
in 1973 . While she was in (&
Mukherjee published The Tigerslas
Wife .The story is about the i
expatriation .She was distinctively &
the chaos and poverty in India asweld
mistreatment and exploitationo! Wf
guise of tradition .In this nove r"*f"ﬁ
special oneness with India .t d“b.‘
problems of immigrants It i5 truly "
novel .In this novel ,the theme p
and isolation is handled with
protagonist Tara speaks fof 1I‘IE"5"’ .
find new meaning for he’ I'fet;en;i
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s up more complex dimension of the
“?‘{  migrant experience in this
?.ﬁui.h'?ﬂef deals with the Complics
:_':GITI'E' from being thrown between TWO worid.
nd the strength and courage it takes 1o SUrvive
znd live Wife focuses on the stapy,. of the
immigrant women experience social Oppression
gast west encounter and cultura| conflict Like
raahrt'r Mukherjee many novels thic novel zlgqg
has autobiographical elements He, novel Wife
deals with simple ,a young Indiap Woman
pimple is married to a YOUnNg engj
:A-r.n.i-t Basu she suppressed by the 3
she cannot adjust to her life in the
Il‘uar and personal instability. She
strength and she cannot cope with the culture
of New York .At the end of the novel Dimple
murders her husband due to acculturatiy
The rootlessness the first Eeneration
immigrant suffers in an alien country The
novelist has dealt with the event like marriage
Jove for Caloutta east —west conflict and trauma
or pregnancy .Dimple’s fantasies take a violent
turn which takes her towards the negative side
besides the stress of an alien culture -Mukherjee
presents the expectation ,dreams desires of ap
Indian Women regarding marriage and married
life and describes how her illusion of married
life get shattered and how she also becomes
embittered estranged and morbid Wife can be
read as a title in irony The title jg significant
and suggests the centraltheme of the novel The
Protagonist strugples hargd |

Mukherjee third noy el lasmnine (1988)

neer Name
lien Cultyre
USA out of
lacks inner

E5iress

Mukherjee as 3 woman with eh daisporic
experience and a loss as 3 daisporic writer has
passed through the three stage of transition of

adopt, Adapt and adept. It begin with her
reveals a more approach to the problem of adoption of Eurocentric norms in The Tiger's

Mmigration Jasmine was writer a Mukherjee Daughter and Wife. Later with Jasmine she

Migrated the US and it js a poignant story of passes through the Adapt stage with mentars

Promises losses and  The narrative structure also rteﬁtfttﬁ_ this LHLEE
3djustment involved in the process of stage transformation Mukherjee’s hfa: an E;:
ac:uhuratinn to American life. Jasmine ,the work can be divided into expfutnate ahner
female Protagonist of Bhartj Mﬁi&herjee Jasmine immigrant phases, She attributes
' faced wiy, the proble 1UKhe
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m of the ¢ of culture representations of South Asian mig
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Abstract -
Nayantara Sahgal is one of 1, %

|ndian women novelists writing in Enge. |
novels especially deal with women EEI-L':_.—'_-:
against oppression and injustice hEa;e;:_.‘?
them in the name of tradition and cus,,
close examination of her novels reveais %
takes up the women’s problems as the e
which the political issues form a hack.:',:;-_
thin veneer. Her fiction and non-fiction ses--
create awareness among the Indian ri—.=:_-;:
public about the various restraints, injustcers
suppress the Indian woman, which 5
restrained her into performing a passive =
She feels that a woman is denied an epporiss
to pursue many activities on her own iz
endeavour to develop an individual persor==
or personhood. Sahgal has a humanistic &
of inequality and suffering as Galsworthy i
fighting for the rights and privileges '™
downtrodden, What she finds as o [:'n“:
main causes for the deplorable cond®™”
women in India is the age-old tradition +*
custom, which has almost indoctrinated hwﬁ:

a faceless human appendage. The mrHFE’;
fatalism, the central core of Hindu rE"f"l__
philosophy has engendered only 3557,
resignation and apathy to suffer

feels that people are not prepa g
old moral codes of conduct tf jnﬁﬂ‘f

impartial scrutiny. In this papes ™
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