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: Social Commentry in the Novels of Alice Walker

IF)

Bharat Dnyanba Pattebahadur

i
| Asst, Professor, Dept. of English
' Matoshn Shantabai Gote Arts, Commerce and Science College Washim 7385070012

Introduction:

{ Alice Walker is approved American novelist she uses her pain mostly to disc]osg the industries before 1he
word society with expectation of reformation in the inhuman behaviour. \\"h[w Americans copsidcr lhcm\-\-h\:
well developed and supreme master. They look down to A fro-Americans society. All these things appear in the
literary work of all is Walker. .

It is to be said that within last three decades, the name and works of Alice Walker sprmkli"‘;! the Iragrance n
African-American Literature as well as number of social reformist Movements. Her :l.chw\'c!ncnt as Q WTiter ang
as a human being is noteworthy. She hailed with Lillian Smith Award from the National l.:min\\-mcm for Ans
: The Rosenthal Award from the Nation al Institute of Arts, Nati Book Award. some Fellow 5!"1’ as well as she m;
{ the createst Award Pulitzer Prize for her novel The Color Purple. She emerged as one of the more versatjle s
| well as controversial writer in African - American Literature. She has been working as an activist ang g,
dedicates for the women movements etc. )

However, the use of factionary aspect, Literature reflects sight, views, image of the writer. Practically, Aljce
Walker is a member of social reformist. activist of movements. Her campaign for Civil Rights, Her Thoughts op
Social Bondage and status retlect in her works. She composed the novels relating to her personal life, to the
struggles of the black community. She also triumphs the individual soul. She also admitted as,

"I am preoccupied with the spiritual survival, the spiritual whole of my people. But beyond that I am committed 1o
exploring the operations. the insanity, the loyalties and the triumphs of black women."

If we trv to justifv the works of any writer, it's daily personal work, activities should be studied which are
already imp:acteci on its literary works. The deep study and evaluation of Alice Walker's personal life as human
4 being and as a Literarv writer's schools which were far away from current standards and they are described as

inferior but she had terzriﬁc teachers encouraged her and makeher able to realize the actual world. She grewn up in
| traditional environment which may be denoted as deprived environment. She sustained all thecommunal troubles
2 and by knowledge made her own identity and analyzesthem in her creativity. She also leamed to search the value
1 within the invisible experiences. It is to be said that she asked for permission to her mother to be a writer who
’* supplemented the family income by working. As per the social attitudes of discrimination, Walker had also
f adverse experiences in her life, actually her parent were living under Jim Crow Laws. As per the views abowt
education registered of the landlords expected the children of black Sharecroppers should work the fields at their
; voung age. A white plantation owner asserted that the blacks' had no need of education. Her mother Minnie Lou
i Walker enrolled her in first grade at the age of four. Her mother in reply to the white plantation owner said:
: "You might have some Black children somewhere.
bur they don't live in the house. Don't yvou ever
come around her again talking about now my ">

Alice experienced her earliest memories from school is of reciting memorized poems and the stories who
struck by her intelligence and replaced her ragged clothing, She also got hereditary genetics from her parents, she
retain habits of story narrating from them. Imaginative story telling in a gathered elders company children around
the fire place and front porch of house cultivated the practice of heard stories by her grandparents and others of
the area about Africans it passes from generation to generation. She has taken the message and inspiration with
her consciousness. The characters presented by her great grandmothers give the lesson to campaign for the rights
and 1o struggle for betterment of the society and its dignity.

- The fat?'ler of Alice !md organized a group of black people in the 1930's to get right of voting in Eatonton. The
ng!n'of voting was denied to the black in the town in primitive days of his life, organizing blacks for campaign
r. Her father was one of the leading supporters of the
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A stics EssC
at et "Walker dares 1o reveal truths
about men and women,
about blacks and whites about God
and love------— And we, like Alice Walker's

marvelous characters cone away
transformed by knowledge and love
but most of all by wonder's i
ovel of Alice Walker was published in 1970 with the title The Third Life of Grande Cf)pelanq. She
omanish, the female self and madriléne tradition in her whole literature. On the point of view of
t. she has mostly selected the prevalent theme. She depicted the experience of the Afro-
who got in two situations First who oppressed the woman and secondly individually some are
«ith the views of liberty, ignites themselves for the awareness of liberty and civil Rights of the Black nigger in
Afro-American continent. John O Brien has taken interview which was transcribed in an e€ssay; she admitted that
¢he uses her pen for the spiritual survival and survival of her own people, she writes:
“ am pre occupied with the spiritual survival, a
The survival whole of my people, But beyond
That, I am committed to explore the oppression,
The insanities, the loyalties, and the triumphs
Of black woman "y
The first British Publication from "The Women's press presented th

despair Grange Copeland a Black tenant farmer in Georgia deserts his wife
in the journey of literature, the activism becomes fruitful for the writings ofAlice Walker. In 1976, central theme

of her second novel ‘Meridian' has been presented inter- relationship of individual, change and the necessityof
movement for the reformation of the society. The novel opens the new different aspects of Nationalist position. It
i< 1o be considered that thewomen have to perform vital position in organization. The contribution and oppression
Of?t'qnen are neglected. She presents maternal hereditary generation for Meridian. The whole novel focuses the
activist 'movements with three sections; the first section seeks the sketch of Meridian with her sight revolutionary
views and attitudes. The second perused to present the male dominant society reformative males who spend their
life of fefonnation in leading life carcer like Truman Held circles withreceiving resolution of Meridian and
Truman's quest. Alice Walker depictit to present the symbolical mother of African American race who demand to
Changc the d?plorable situation of their African American society. In the novels, we find the answers of some
qﬁi?u;?agmclhdsc?n{es in our mindrelating to the male and f‘emale Fe]qtionship qf Afr-ican American society
Fn o o lffslgttmn'r“ focus;s'thgt attention of the world‘wuh the md_lrect questions like \‘vhy do the. African
i b ool 0 vl\) ;)men of similar rac.1a1 dece_nt and raise the question, How do.the AfrlcanAfnerlcan men
e lhebcginninreta ql;o }tlransccnd these negativeShe tries to save A'i‘rlgan American women from the dark
PrOmOtes men e 1 fw Oyl.l t erdays.. Shg possessed go-own_ershlp in 'Wild Tree Propubhs‘hmg house. She
Wells Collee, She ; writers o Cah_fomla. through 1‘h.1s media. ?n 1977, she‘accepted teaching profession at
She editeq | L;);c M:n51sled in academia to involve African American womenliterature syllabus of the courses.
yself When I amLaughing' the anthology of stories in 1979.
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The Color Purple' is third creation of Alice Walker which is written the form of epistolary. It is (“J_If)\
literature in the form of letters. Siofary. It 1s type Or“'riling "
The reason for the harassment of Afro- American society is of their black colour. It research in g Mis
of them by white Americans. In the novel The Color Purple, Alice Walker presented the character (2[‘ 2‘1?15'1
the woman protagonist of the novel. Her flight depicted mostly because of the social attitude of thL\]
American and white. She becomes victimize by the male dominant approve our cons as well as she ;
situation. In one letter Celie noted that she thinks about Angels and God coming about chariot singinghdl,
low Ole Sofia home, but she saw clearly as in daylight that all Angels represents in white. God is also rcp(r\,vn_ real
in the white colour means he is also the representative of whites. Celie things that God is also partja e
favorable to Afro- Americans, Celic rhymes as- and noy
"[ see 'em all as clear as day, Angels all in white, white hairs and white eyes. Look like albinos, God all whije
looking like some stout white man work at bank. Angels skits cymbals, one of them blow his horn, God by, hm,
a big birth of a fire and suddenly Sofia free"s ut

Man made God according to his or her realization. It reminds that the book Bible Nettie says that j is
perfectly plain weather we pay attention only to the words, Nettie says the pictures that illustrate the words. Al| o
the people are white and so you just think all the people from the Bible were a white too. Nettie describes
experience in New York about train. She conveys as-

"We had to write in the sit down section of the train,, but Celie, there are birds on the trains! and a restaurant! Apq
toilets! The come down out of the walls, over the tops of the seats, and are called berth, only white people can ride
in the beds and use the restaurant. And they have different toilet form colored"s

In the observation of Nettie, she realizes that Europeans are white people who live in the place called Europe,
In this letter Nettie realizes that she observed misbehavior and hatredness of Afro American society. She realizes

her Identity. She realizes as-
"We are not white, we are not Europeans.We are black like African themselves. And that we and the Africans will

be working for a common goal. The uplift of black people everywhere";
Lawrence everybody understood that

'dlL‘mL-nt
¢ who is
approye
ffers the

“Writing was about your heart
And your soul and you did it
Because you hadlto-I was
Consumed by my work, It was Wonderful"s

Conclusion: Alice Walker’s novels are the social commentary on racism, poverty, suppression of women and
despair. Grange Copeland a Black tenant farmer in Georgia deserts his wife in the journey of literature,
‘Meridian’ the whole novel focuses the activist movements with three sections; the first section seeks the sketch
of Meridian with her sight revolutionary views and attitudes. The second perused to present the male dominant
society reformative males who spend their life of reformation the activism becomes fruitful for the writings of
Alice Walker. Europeans are white people who live in the place called Europe. In this letter Nettie realizes that
she observed misbehavior and hatredness in the contemporary generations about the many-sided life of Afro

American society.

Citation:
1. Patricia Holt, ‘Alice Walker Banned,” Aunt Lute Books P.O. Box 410687 San Francisco, CA 94141 1996

2. Alice Walker, ‘The Third Life of Grange Cope Land’, (A Harvest Book Edition 2003) Harcourt Ink 1970,.
3. Alice Walker, ‘The Color Purple’, H- Hachette India, Phoenix,

Reference:
< 1  Alice Walker, ‘Third Life of Grange Copeland’, The Women’s Press Itd 1985 Back covering page

Patricia Holt, ‘Alice Walker Banned,” Aunt Lute Books P.0. Box 410687 San Francisco,

Alice Walker, *Third Life of Grange Copeland,” A Harvest Book Harcourt, Ink 1970 Back cover page
John O Brien Essay, taken interview of Alice Walker

Alice Walker, ‘The Color Purple’, Harcourt Brace Page 80

Alice Walker, ‘The Color Purple’, Harcourt Brace Page No 113

Alice Walker, ‘The Color Purple’, Harcourt Brace

Alice Walker, ‘The Color Purple’, Harcourt Brace

NN bW

Qaaaq

VOL.10| ISSUE 1 | JAN - FEB 2024 98 wrw.mgsociety-i"

el



